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Order of Worship 

PRELUDE                                    Prelude in D minor, BWV 554                    J. S. Bach 

Thom Miles, organ 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP       (Psalm 139)    

O God, you know us inside and out, through and through. 

You search us out and lay your hand upon us. 

You know what we are going to say even before we speak. 

We praise you, O God, for the wonderful knowledge 

that whoever we are and wherever we go, you are with us. 

Let us worship the ever-present, ever-loving God! 

 

HYMN # 403     Open Now, Thy Gates of Beauty                 UNSER HERRSCHER 

(music included at the end of the bulletin) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

(response: Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.)                

Gracious Lord, you plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together we are 

nourished and nurtured by the sun. We sway in the breeze and are refreshed by the rain 

and you beckon us to grow towards what you call us to be. 

 

When we deprive others of the same opportunity, Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.    

 

When we want to uproot those whom we believe do not belong in our part of the field, 

Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.    

 

When we label others as ‘good’ or ‘bad’ rather than accept them for who they are,  

Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.                                                           

 

When we are reluctant to acknowledge that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and 

wheat, Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.    

 

When we are afraid to look into the fields of our own lives to see what is growing there,  

Lord in your mercy, FORGIVE US.    



 

Loving God, you know us inside and out, through and through. You search us out and lay 

your hand upon us. You know what we are going to say even before we speak. So we 

pray that you will help us to reach out to the uprooted and rejected, the lonely and the 

outcast, and to develop and grow the good in ourselves, in others and in the world. All 

this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS    

Friends in Christ, remember that God is slow to be angry and quick to forgive; kind and 

gracious to all. Know that your sins are forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ, and be 

at peace. 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                            #581 

 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

God of wisdom, your thoughts are not our thoughts, your ways are not our ways. As we listen 

to the scriptures, stir our hearts and minds with the Holy Spirit so that we understand your 

desire for the world and resolve to do your will in Jesus’ name. Amen 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS     

Psalm 86:11-17 

Psalm 139                               

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

For the Word of God in scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 

For the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                 The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman 

 

RESPONSE                                O God, You Are My God            STEP BY STEP 

          Trystan Guenther 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Amen #574 

 

MOMENT FOR OFFERING                            

Generous God, we offer these gifts, tokens of the countless blessings you have poured 

into our lives. We pray that you accept and bless our offerings so that your hope and 

comfort and joy can be experienced in our communities and in the world. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen 

 

 



DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                            #606 

 

 

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

Go forth into God’s world in peace. 

Be of good courage. 

Hold fast to what is good. 

Return to no one evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak. 

Help the afflicted, honor all people. 

Love and serve the Lord 

Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit… 

 

OUR BLESSING TO EACH OTHER                                                               AR HYD Y NOS 

May the Lord, our gracious Father, bless you this day; 

Give you peace and hope and courage, along your way. 

May you stay within God’s keeping, in your waking, in your sleeping. 

In your joy and in your weeping: God be with you. 

 

POSTLUDE                            Fugue in D Minor, BWV 554                                            J. S. Bach 

Thom Miles, organ 



 


