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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                                                Flute Piece        Thomas Thorley 

Thom Miles, organ 

WELCOME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Dan Peale, liturgist 

We gather together to worship God, who comes to us when we least expect it,                               

who calls us out of the safety of our ordered lives and invites us to join Christ in the                     

adventure of faith. Let’s worship God together! 

HYMN                   Christ Be My Leader            SLANE  

 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Lord, you know us too well. You know how easy it is for us to come to you and to 

proclaim loudly of our faith when all is going well. But when the waters get rough and 

the waves threaten to swamp our little boats, we cry and wail in fear. We are sure that 

these waves will be the very things that destroy us. Over the wind and the waves you call 

to us to place our trust in you. That’s not so easy for us. We are so used to getting lots of 

reassurances and written guarantees of safety. But still you call to us. Help us take our 

focus off the wind and the waves and place our gaze directly on you. Attune our hearts 

and our lives to hear your call and to respond in faith. For we offer this prayer in the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS    

Don’t be afraid. Jesus is with you at all times. You are healed, forgiven, and loved. Come 

and live in the love of the Lord. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                      #581 

 



THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                               

ANTHEM                                                     Oceans                      Houston, Crocker & Lighthelm           

Trystan Guenther, solo 

Claire Miller, piano 

   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your 

truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM READING      Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b  

 

GOSPEL READING                 Matthew 14:22-33 

For the Word of God in scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 

For the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                  The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman 

 

REFLECTION                                         Stand By Me        Charles A. Tindley 

Craig Hella Johnson 

 

RESPONSE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

MOMENT FOR OFFERING                            

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Gracious God, You call us to let go of the things we cling to and step out in faith, trusting 

In Your love and provision.  Give us courage to step out boldly, and sufficient faith to 

follow without fear. Take our lives and our gifts. Use them to accomplish more than we 



could possibly imagine, so that, through us, Your kingdom might come and Your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                            #606 

 

 

 

SENDING 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

Go forth into God’s world in peace. 

Be of good courage. 

Hold fast to what is good. 

Return to no one evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak. 

Help the afflicted, honor all people. 

Love and serve the Lord 

Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit… 

 

OUR BLESSING TO EACH OTHER                                                              AR HYD Y NOS 

May the Lord, our gracious Father, bless you this day; 

Give you peace and hope and courage, along your way. 

May you stay within God’s keeping, in your waking, in your sleeping. 

In your joy and in your weeping: God be with you. 
 


