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GATHERING 

PRELUDE                         Skizzen für den Pedal-Flügel, Op. 58, Nr. 3         Robert Schumann 

Thom Miles, organ 

 

WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Hear the good news!  Our compassionate God does not need to be summoned by us, for God 

is always with us – even when we are scattered and apart - God is with us.  

Lord, we want to meet you. 

Spirit of the living God, draw us together and open our eyes of faith,  

that we may see Christ in our midst, open our ears that we may hear Christ’s call to life, 

soften our hardened hearts and minds that we may be transformed by him.  

God is with us. Let’s worship God! 

 

HYMN #441     Hear the Good News of Salvation   NETTLETON   

(music included at the end of this bulletin) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Response: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer 

 

Gracious and loving One, we confess that our lives do not always reflect your transforming 

power. You are gracious, but we are quick to judge.  

You are kind, but we can be cruel.  

You are forgiving, but we hang on to grudges and old wounds.                                                                   

You are filled with joy, but our hearts are often dissatisfied, disappointed and angry. 

                Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Forgive us, O God, and fill us with your Holy Spirit this day, and make us new through 

Christ, your Son and our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (from Psalm 103) 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 

fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

The proof of God's amazing love is this: while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  Know that 

you are forgiven by his grace and be at peace. Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                      #581 

 

 

 



THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                   

 

ANTHEM                                            Bless the Lord                                         Jacques Berthier 

Claire Miller and Stephanie Nash 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                 The Maier Family, Liturgists 

 

Awaken our hearts and minds to your Word, O God. Give us understanding so that, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, we are able to do all that you command for love’s sake. Gathered 

in Christ’s name, gathered around the Word, we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING      Psalm 103: 1-13 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING    Matthew 18:21-35 

 

For the Word of God in scripture,  

For the Word of God among us,  

For the Word of God within us,  

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                 The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman 

 

REFLECTION                                      We are Forgiven              Hal H. Hopson 

Claire Miller and Stephanie Nash 

 

RESPONSE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

(prayers of the people) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 

MOMENT FOR OFFERING  

INVITATION to the OFFERING   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                            #606 

 

 

 

SENDING 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 

BLESSING TO EACH OTHER      AR HYD Y NOS 

May the Lord, our gracious Father, bless you this day; Give you peace and hope and 

courage, along your way. May you stay within God’s keeping, in your waking, in your 

sleeping. In your joy and in your weeping: God be with you. 



 


