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GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                 Prelude in Eb Major, BWV 998                                    J. S. Bach 

Thom Miles, English Bentside spinet harpsichord 

 

WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                     Liturgist, Ward Rice 

The word of God came to Jonah 

The word of God comes to us: 

Go, despite your fears 

Speak the truth of God 

Love your neighbor and your enemy 

Forgive as you have been forgiven 

Receive grace upon grace 

overflowing from the fullness of God.  

Let’s worship God. 

 

HYMN #620     Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven         LAUDA ANIMA 

(music included at the end of this bulletin) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Response: Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

God of mystery, we are constantly amazed by the depth and breadth of your love.  

Over and over again, you turn our expectations inside out and upside down. 

And still we don’t understand the radical nature of your grace.  

When we play by our own rules of justice,                            

excluding those we are called to love and defend,   

Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

In our darkest moments, when we doubt, we are worthy of your love and grace,  

Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 



Steadfast, loving, God, help us remember that you give us all the tools we need; that through 

the solid foundation of your love, we find the strength to follow your call as true disciples of 

Jesus Christ. Startle us with your love and forgiveness, gracious God. 

 

WORD OF ASSURANCE  (from Psalm 103) 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our transgressions from us. 

We are forgiven. Be at peace. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also, with you. 

 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                      #581 

 

 



 

THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                   

 

ANTHEM                                 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy             arr. Mark Schweizer 

Recorded remotely by members of our Chancel Choir 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   Ward Rice, Liturgist 

 

Living God, help us so to hear your Word that we may truly understand; that, understanding, 

we may believe; and believing, we may follow your way in all faithfulness, seeking your 

honor and glory in all that we do. Amen 

 

GOSPEL READING                   Matthew 20:1-6 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING    Jonah 3:10-4:11 

 

For the Word of God in scripture,  

For the Word of God among us,  

For the Word of God within us,  

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                 The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman 

 

REFLECTION                               Open the Eyes of My Heart 

Claire Miller, piano 

 

RESPONSE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. And also, with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

(prayers of the people) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 

MOMENT FOR OFFERING  

INVITATION to the OFFERING   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                            #606 

 

 

SENDING 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 

BLESSING TO EACH OTHER      AR HYD Y NOS 

May the Lord, our gracious Father, bless you this day; Give you peace and hope and 

courage, along your way. May you stay within God’s keeping, in your waking, in your 

sleeping. In your joy and in your weeping: God be with you. 



 


