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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
(Wake up, the voice calls us)
Thom Miles, organ

J. S. Bach

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
The power of dreams lies in waking up.
For when we close our eyes, we can see a better world.
When we close our eyes, we can dream a better dream.
But when we open our eyes, we begin the work of faith.
The power of worship is the same. When we worship, we can see a better world.
When we join our hearts in worship, we dream a better world.
Then when the service is over, we begin the work of faith.
But when we open our eyes, we begin the work of faith.
So come. Dream. Find hope.
And after our hour, we begin the work of faith.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
HYMN #88

The Guenther Family

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL
(music for this hymn included at the end of the bulletin)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Original Dreamer,
Over and over again in scripture, we hear your dream for a beautiful world.
We hear your dream for peace and reconciliation.
We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness.
We hear your dream for community and hope.
We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our eyes.
We continue to live with the curtains drawn, the covers pulled tight,
eyes shut to the realities of the world. Forgive us.
Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights.
Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this sleeping world.
With hope we pray. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
GLORIA
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

FRENCH CAROL

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
ANTHEM

O Child of the Nations
Recorded by Chancel Choir
December 2019

Howard Helvey

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING
PSALM READING

Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

GOSPEL READING
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Mark 13:24-37

SERMON
REFLECTION

The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman
While We are Waiting, Come
Archived recording from our Advent Project 2017

RESPONSE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Don Cason

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
MOMENT FOR OFFERING
INVITATION TO OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
OFFERING RESPONSE
CRANHAM
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BLESSING
BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

IN DULCI JUBILO
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