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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come Johann Pachelbel 

Thom Miles, organ 

WELCOME                                                                                                       

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                          

I knew joy, but when I heard the laugh of my child,        

 Suddenly, joy was overflowing.                            

I knew love, but when you held my hand,        

 Suddenly, love was overflowing.                            

I knew God, but when you showed me grace,        

 when you forgave me,          

 when you loved me,           

 when you raised me,           

 Suddenly, God was overflowing.                                 

So, let us worship Holy God together          

 as a reminder that God is here and we are never alone.      

  This is community.                         

This is the body of Christ.           

 Welcome home. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING           Jackie & Allen Lund 

 

HYMN #93 Lift Up Your Heads. Ye Mighty Gates TRURO 

(music for this hymn included at the end of the bulletin) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                          

God of Good News, You say to us, “You are highly favored,” but we struggle to see how that 

could be. You say to us, “Do not be afraid,” but we are afraid all the time. You say to us, 

“Even the impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth!” But hope slips through our hands 

like water. The impossible still feels impossible. So today I pray, Today we pray: Teach us to 



sing like Mary. Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth. Teach us to trust like the angels. Forgive us 

when we can only do one at a time, or none at all. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GLORIA   FRENCH CAROL 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!    

 

THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT    

 

ANTHEM Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming Howard Helvey 

Chancel Choir 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

Holy God,              

Before you could speak, you were speaking—  

Leaping in wombs, kicking, stretching, jumping for joy.             

You have always found a way to show up in our midst,                      

Particularly on our fearful or lonely days.                   

So today, as we crack open our Bibles,                    

Fluttering through these old beloved pages, 

We ask that you would move again.  

Stir in us. Speak to us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit.       

And if we are not able to hear your Word clearly,                 

Then give us Elizabeths  

Who will point out your presence in delight and joy.      

  Before you could speak, you were speaking,       

           So here and now, Creator God, we are listening. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 Jonathan Hart, liturgist 

 

PSALM READING Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 

 

GOSPEL READING Luke 1:26-45    

For the Word of God in scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 

For the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON             The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman 

 

REFLECTION No Wind at the Window COLUMCILLE 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

MOMENT FOR OFFERING 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

OFFERING RESPONSE  CRANHAM 

   What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

  if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

 

SENDING 

 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE         IN DULCI JUBILO 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
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