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The Sunday after Christmas

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Noël sur les Flûtes
Thom Miles, organ

Louis-Claude Daquin

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Here on the heels of Christmas, we speak of love.
We speak of joy. We speak of candlelight and fireside.
We speak of dreams being fulfilled.
We speak of “Glorias” and angel choruses.
We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.”
Here on the heels of Christmas, we are called to speak, for the world needs a light.
A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.
Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. Amen.
HYMN #143

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
REGENT SQUARE
(music for all hymns included at the end of the bulletin)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of today and tomorrow, We know that your fingerprints are all over this world. And we
know that those who dream cannot keep silent. So today we pray, forgive us for not noticing
your presence, your activity in our lives and in the world you created. Give us eyes to see you.
Give us courage to trust you. And give us lips to speak of you in our midst. Gratefully we pray,
Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Children of God, hear the Good News: the light of Christ shines in our darkness, to bring light
and life to all. By the gift of Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

GLORIA
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

FRENCH CAROL

HYMN #110

Love Has Come

BRING A TORCH

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
HYMN #115

Away in a Manger

MUELLER

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Divine Voice,
In the beginning, it was you who spoke over the water and brought forth creation.
And then it was you who asked, “Cain, where is your brother?”
It was you who spoke to Elijah in a still, small, voice.
And it was you, through angels, who spoke to Mary and Joseph and the shepherds.
You have always been speaking— in words, in memories, in songs, and in dreams.
So today, as we prepare to hear your word read aloud,
We ask that you would speak to us once again—as only you can—
So that we might speak this same good news to others.
We are listening. We are grateful.
Amen.
GOSPEL READING
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Luke 2:22-40

STORY
HYMN

The Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman
O Little Town of Bethlehem

FOREST GREEN

RESPONSE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
MOMENT FOR OFFERING
INVITATION TO OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
OFFERING RESPONSE
CRANHAM
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

SENDING
HYMN #134

Joy to the World

ANTIOCH

CHARGE AND BLESSING
BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
POSTLUDE

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen
Thom Miles, organ

IN DULCI JUBILO

Johannes Brahms
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